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Foreword

There are many definitions of the word “gospel,” but two favorites are:
(1) the story of Christ’s life and teachings as narrated in the New Testa-
ment, and (2) impassioned, rhythmic, and spiritual music rooted in
African-American churches of the American South. I’ve wanted to bring
these two definitions together in a musical work for a long time, because
what’s more joyful than the good news of Christ’s birth and what sounds
more joyful than gospel music?  

This work can easily be mastered by the average church choir. It will be
especially attractive to congregations with both contemporary and tra-
ditional services, providing a unique opportunity to combine the two
musical forces into one exciting presentation that will appeal equally to
both groups. 

Joy! tells the story of Christ’s birth through six choral anthems in a 
variety of styles based on both familiar Christmas carols and original
material. There are upbeat blues-gospel numbers as well as slower bal-
lads in a gospel groove, plus one calypso tune. There is optional scrip-
tural narration to provide a unifying thread, but each anthem stands
alone as a powerful Christmas message in its own right.  

Accompaniment can be provided by just piano, or Ed Hogan’s dynamic
orchestration or, as another option, we are offering a smaller set of
rhythm parts, which includes parts for piano, electric bass, acoustic gui-
tar, drums, percussion, and two keyboard parts: one for B3 organ and
electric piano and one for Synth Strings. Performance time is 25 min-
utes, making this ideal for fitting into a Christmas worship service or as
a separate musical program.

– Joel Raney
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(MUSIC STARTS)

NARRATOR:

In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be taxed, so Joseph went up from Nazareth to the town
of Bethlehem, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was
with child.

And while they were there the time came for her to give birth. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the
inn.

An angel of the Lord appeared and said, “Fear not, for behold I bring
you good tidings of great joy.” And suddenly, there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest.”  (Luke 2:1-14)
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For S.A.T.B. Voices, Soloist
and Piano Accompaniment

Incorporating
VENI EMMANUEL
Words and Music by
JOEL RANEY

© 2016 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.

NARRATOR:

Long before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah foretold
that the people walking in darkness would see a great light
and their joy would be increased – that they would rejoice
before God as people rejoice at the harvest. The world
watched and waited.

(Isaiah 9:2)
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Words and Music by
JOEL RANEY

Incorporating
AWAY IN A MANGER

© 2016 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved.

in the Air
NARRATOR:

The promised King did arrive – on a starlit night in a stable
near Bethlehem. An angel appeared to a group of shepherds
and told them that they would find the baby wrapped in 
swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. The shepherds said to 
one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing
that has happened.” (Luke 2:15)
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Wonderful Child
NARRATION:

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph
and the baby, who was lying in a manger.
They fell to their knees and worshiped 
the newborn King. Then they returned to
their flocks, glorifying and praising God
for all that they had seen and heard.
(Luke 2:16-20)
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All Ye Faithful

*NARRATION:

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
in the days of Herod the King, behold, there
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 
saying, “Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and
have come to worship him.”

(Matthew 2:1-2)
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GO, TELL IT
Traditional Spiritual
Arranged by JOEL RANEY

Words by
JOHN W. WORK
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the Mountain
NARRATION:

Rejoice! For unto us a child is born, to us a son is
given. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

(Isaiah 9:6)
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