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FOREWORD

There are many definitions of the word “gospel,” but two favorites are:
(1) the story of Christ’s life and teachings as narrated in the New Testa-
ment, and (2) impassioned, rhythmic, and spiritual music rooted in
African-American churches of the American South. I've wanted to bring
these two definitions together in a musical work for a long time, because
what’s more joyful than the good news of Christ’s birth and what sounds
more joyful than gospel music?

This work can easily be mastered by the average church choir. It will be
especially attractive to congregations with both contemporary and tra-
ditional services, providing a unique opportunity to combine the two
musical forces into one exciting presentation that will appeal equally to
both groups.

Joy! tells the story of Christ’s birth through six choral anthems in a
variety of styles based on both familiar Christmas carols and original
material. There are upbeat blues-gospel numbers as well as slower bal-
lads in a gospel groove, plus one calypso tune. There is optional scrip-
tural narration to provide a unifying thread, but each anthem stands
alone as a powerful Christmas message in its own right.

Accompaniment can be provided by just piano, or Ed Hogan’s dynamic
orchestration or, as another option, we are offering a smaller set of
rhythm parts, which includes parts for piano, electric bass, acoustic gui-
tar, drums, percussion, and two keyboard parts: one for B3 organ and
electric piano and one for Synth Strings. Performance time is 25 min-
utes, making this ideal for fitting into a Christmas worship service or as
a separate musical program.

— JOEL RANEY
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SING JOY!

ISAAC WATTS, alt.
Additional text by
JOEL RANEY

ANTIOCH

Music by

GEORGE FRIDERIC
HANDEL

Arranged by

JOEL RANEY

Freely (J =c. 88)

NARRATOR:

with child.

mn.

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”
Traditional Spiritual

(MUSIC STARTS)

In those days, a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the
world should be taxed, so Joseph went up from Nazareth to the town
of Bethlehem, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was

And while they were there the time came for her to give birth. And
she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling cloths
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the

An angel of the Lord appeared and said, “Fear not, for behold I bring
you good tidings of great joy.” And suddenly, there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest.” (Luke 2:1-14)
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WAITING

For S.A.T.B. Voices, Soloist
and Piano Accompaniment

Incorporating

VENI EMMANUEL
Words and Music by
JOEL RANEY

NARRATOR:

Long before the birth of Christ, the prophet Isaiah foretold
that the people walking in darkness would see a great light
and their joy would be increased — that they would rejoice
before God as people rejoice at the harvest. The world

watched and waited.

(Isaiah 9:2)

With a soulful swing (d.=96)

(opt. repeat if
narr. is used)

© 2016 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.

All rights reserved.

fH | | A L
g D [} = =Y I N
y 4 | "2 X . y X3 K y X3 I |
| an W) J PN PN ~ o PN 0
ANIY4 g - ~ = H\’%;:
Q) SN—" S— M
Piano P _—
—~~ . A~~~ . A~ .
hdl CEVJ I
V4 | . I P2 e
vV D N~ =|o ~ — P
o 1 7 & 7 & 7
4 S.A.Unison p
_ ) |
g D i \ I
y AN | - . i [ X0 y 20 I \ I N & y X3 I
| & an W) * I N & PN I N I 11 & PN i 1
ANAV4 I 11 J 11 =| :I
PY) 4 & o
Wait-ing, we are wait-ing, we are
T.B. Unison P
| A A
'l:|ID - I = 0 b q y X0 y IO ®
~ "" I[) I I 1 < < I 1
= I —F .
A | [ LN N
p” AN I N I~ JaY
0 | . y X0 . y X0 4 °
= - s g 0 < AA’:
Q) \_/69: & 0 ~
»p
— . —_,
< e " e i "
I. I»\ | 0 . D I
L) N ~— =|- -
=S B A - =3 A = 7
r



15

Pa m |
< | N
441 QO 2
= 1L A
‘| l . el
D IRE
m oh nA |Hm [ 18, N
il £ |
1
- . .
i W (VAN N TTe
4, 4, e R
Wp Oy o
TTTe TN (YRR
|
O I < T
eh \
) =
v
2 |\
TN w ! N
e ( W
T S il TR O
4 o M -nn..v
] uh..t M ]
= o|e]e
e < i O i
e .mc N e
1
TTT® = al NH L)
)\U W )\D. o o)
e e len en
o N e N
\
N—N T —

11+

When the
I
I
I
&
o

KT
|
¢ —o 5
—
I —
‘v‘..
A |
1\ I
=

N
=
JI\_;S
P

AO
=
-

1
| 4
Y
|
S——
I
. S —
|\ i
1\ I
1 I
&
moun - tains lie down,
| )
| 74 I
V I
N |
ﬁ d

oh
=
. p—
=
o I
e L1 -
5 “ T TS [
a_b M | N |hvv
> . 49
% NN <kl I ®
N tii R
- ul L, . N
S n baady L -
” T 11 m
w o |o hA < T
2 L L)
2 o
S . . . .
. e i~ _ 1
RS i TN
Pan Pan all
e S - T RILILE

N J
A L
L) AH I 2
HG“ IHH £ e e e
N . 4 oy ol “<s 2 HHV e
Pa o0 K9)
= [ IS i
1
H = Wl : aE M T o ML TN D
W 1 N N, f S f g L]
| A | A | N | N SN E | A | N )
. o\ | =~ . o\ | =~ . o\ | =~ — | =~ =
len BN LN LN LN en NN 5
NhE N, N M) SR AN NP | 2
m/ [ B/ rd W
SN TS T TS

‘OIYV.LNO “48noueH ‘Buiuung eue Aq asn 1oy G20g/v2/L0 uo siouljj| ‘weans jose) ‘Auedwo) Bulysiignd adoH wouy saidos/Adod T paseydind



<

~—

o

crown. _

13

heav - en-ly

e

N
@

11

o

Sav-ior’s gon-na come to claim his

16N 7 D

5,  mp

16

‘ v ! v Dz 0 ] o
. | E ] M ENE L. 1%
1Y M 2 1] . e
11 20 a ™
TTe i £ . . .
s _ H N ¢ N e
T v g A A AU T
il i S || TR BT . . ] .
i) s m | o ‘nn...v p; o N2 N NP
\ o _ _,_,v 11 . | 1] = o i)
H is S ||| PoEL) ] = 1] .
I L) 1 - g I P L
g T 1 1=
T J i ﬁv m
T = 1] T TeTe
NN g TR 1 o 1 |[H% )
N 1 o _H 3 s
i » 5 o L
|l | ]: 1 S IMH e N I~ | e
oY s . . o LU T
\ 17 o . .
Y NS m A,_wo v v <4 . i~ iR N2
—_wnl ;nnlf Pa ;nrﬂ mo un \;_ Y
e . . = :
. i~ - I~ TTTe ] ] T = - i~ f e
| HH & 50 ||
N ® T m M ) A IMJ HEN W p.MJ HEN e § HEN
T .nw s e L) I.w_ln ™
o . R o 4 TT® A)
ks H TN : 1 .
Pa W T e II' I_Iv
. . o . ) ™ e
. n Y ,_wsv A.v I [ x o
| - ™ Pl P e e . . N
B I N T THT® e e[
1 oh e | |
1 = 1) A v “ N
e :.WW W I e = T T T a .Iav _ TN i L
R )\U )\U )\D w D\U )\D ~ [ )\D. U\U 1)
I “den M eh e Mleh e N e Mden ] m
ANl N N @M N f NEL @S A E
=~ [ <3 [ =
s Y N— N — N — N —

‘OIYV.LNO “48noueH ‘Buiuung eue Aq asn 1oy G20g/v2/L0 uo siouljj| ‘weans jose) ‘Auedwo) Bulysiignd adoH wouy saidos/Adod T paseydind



17

13

weE are

IRW 2

- *

Wait-ing,

4

¥ 9 @

13

rise.

hul

1]

wait-ing for the sun__ to

A
—Je |

26

(]
vhl .—.lltv 11
o[ o[
g " &llnl B Hh "
- i kHHr
e ol Y
g i~ T nuuv
I IHV g ol M, v B
L w2
. | J 1 i m o LN
4 |
DA 1
oY= a a N —
LM 7 1 el |sH J.H
o w2
2 il i M ) | ele
— - =
T e o
> . . T 5 i o | [
o elell NB N H =) N
Q Y
z il
= o L slolee 11 i )
..m | 1L 1NN .‘ < M
72}
ER| . . i 5 |4l
S elell e R T
Q
° jis
= N M L)
- . .
= elll — NP N N | 1
+~ -
Lo p L
“Tw S . -MeE AW s || [T
. f 7] f
= S TTTe
Pram!
. IH e I — T Y TN
. i N “ 20 el
b s i=
.m ”' 1
I m o
N ° — — (1]
3= | NP T SN o || elell B o
z _ld e irS irS ha _ld e m
N, P @ i eV I
[ wz [
e Yae—— N— N —

23

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



[

~—

13

i ]

@

heav - en-ly peace._
=

[
Ll

—

17

@
P

3 j

Sav-ior’s gon - na come and bring us

@

13

T E——

o

A
—Je |

[ an )

18

Ny ™

33 4

! v v 1) i
2 b i d )
M T = TITvee Wk
=) T T i
.ﬂ. 4 ™
. E . _ HREQ
Mnl S T N _ N i adl N
O L] Pa
k= .
= _| _ 1 TTToNe
S 9] L
2 I :
& J1. T E b 119
m ] 9] ] : 1
3 ﬁ um 1)
L >~ .
= W . T TTeee e
) 4 -
B — v L)
. . 11 o [ o N ! 4 e
2 Y vaav (D g | 1 en
4] 1 ) _‘
Q
. . ;uﬁ T
S Umv i~ 11 ] ”V/ O .
a = i - £ . L)
i | D ) W . Q f °
2 il RN SN £ WD ||
s s N LN s S
2 m ™ 1W . . .
< I . f e O N1 N
2 . e 8 o o
B o o | [
i N {11 3 | [ U] “TOM A “TTT® A
| i | i
We ) T i
. K T -
) L n T
£ qur 1) v ‘ | |
z lall e ._ ] f | S
on
= AN AN i @ AN AN _|d HEN HEN m
B N, N 6 N e e R O
N—N T — N N—N —

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



19

39,)

R e
-
_ L)
T )
\Hv o
> &
s L)

HA) .
™ 1 1 HHV IR
Y m 1

_ e
™| & ? o
e _

o of [oo .
1Y 5 e e

)
nA _ _ sdf ] ..=

HA)

uu b N |lm.f N
T g [ HL)

. = .
T m (Y A e
O | A

)

N2 N X e
w o N HH“ N
™ £ . L)

: S ) "
en p MmN W . N .
e NG ey G o

\
N—— N —

A

A

that

Is

-

[k

13

wait - ing for the com - ing King.

[Te

[ ]

Y
—Je |

raY

[T®

42,)

Waiting

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



20

1 (] | 1
I 5 N e
4 [P] 4
W | | Hf 1~
)
B K ¥ T
VA
n‘. - ..,A 1 na
L H ) -
T £ o e
. - :
e T = ol N e
v S =
Pan = A
™ 2 [ 1N L)
TTTe TN N2
lHU’
e = [ [ ¥ e
Jis
1 h‘. b na TT7 na
“T H = N )
. = .
5T m L1 N¥ NEEL )
»d v _ 4 ) m EHI' lll'
T 2T w ol I.ﬂo i~
! [}
. ] . . .
N m N2 N2 nu e
e R=! R . NH T NB
Jis ) =
2 e £ N B
J| 5 0 )
e 2 e ‘= n ¥ e
Jen m N w en Jen Jen
X g oo X oo
SN N M, T A
2
e e

P —

[z

ap - pear.._

God

Son_ of

til the__

un

-

y X0

A

wait-ing.

[T®

[T®

v

e

e

L)

e

48f)

Waiting

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



21

I
'Qb. A —
| ot U = . Ll e L
;-ﬁ RSN iaNE ml L JEE W L W e
— w2
1 .
H- Bl L  JRRE A . . . JI .
(g ' 4 4 1 v |-H-LJ
d q
-~ . . J . H o | |
g Sl [yl 1) i “TTerTe
N S
& . TT1 TN
st # b e
L R IVl }waa, e TR \ alll i e
(] 8 ) ] |
DM g LInY i o] W © N miL.|
o el N A 111 ! 1 ! Ll e
N [ w M = =] IR L)L) 2
. . k‘u/
NE g A | TSI A 1 o ol TITen 1
—| _ . = ]
it 1 || il dl LAl s (b
™ .= nur 7
= |4 & i oy |l & Hp| E R T
il w ob NN & &
] ] = B i _ \
P a m >l o g >l lll'
- ~ H N E R E sl \
) ] en ] L] |
H = g= | Ay i~ H “H
pram! 1 (1 ofo oo
) . .
m R . T Iy g g wg II|1
i S el a8 ) Y 8 L) )
Pa () i o= ] 2 ] 1L
S e L) _
1 r.m elell Illlu' hA { 1THEE m n \l.'
A o0 gleth e
. ] . . A M . ||
) _ 5 elell N e ) _ M on
. N W Jen en en . en en - jen m
NEe NE o3 NE° N NG NE N <N A., nWm
-\IJ \ rd M AY rd
e e e

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



22

©
[©]
[ & X

>
=

ra

Is

to thee,_ O

come

57h

T (D) -
|.+.£ -nu 5 N B
YN o ol TN N
|| L1~ o0 2 &
IE Nl S )
T 'S K B %
] | S ) L
|| o 4d4 m uhlﬁ.
| =t
- 5} lad - okl TT1 b
. . W 4H mo » \)_ L)
I e P T .
S L
Y ] m o
. . . M [,
I a1 il [l
2 N /
J
ee (Y NN ol N R N¥ f 1
1
i T ﬁ ol O NP o B .||H” N
1 E L o
HL o = L ..
i Y™ Z Ml 5 Hn S Mmoo [
coe . . m Ay = W L B LT
o )] e M
m
9
cee o e [©)
1 Hhil) eI m
9
. . . an
S ) AL g |k ! I
[ v S
@)
wn
1
i ALIL) B0
)
. - jen @ Jen Jen e m
. X . X X oo =
N, NG N NP O N =
2 \ (

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



23

)
O = Lll F”V
\ - [ 10N IIIW
nhl.' ;
e | L dllel
] . : I . M = [ 1R
o —TTe N i~ W |
| TTTe
| ol | » N B
M W I' il [ _ h\n 1~
. . .' (1 . eh
| % : : 1 A.HUV m i
. T NH | : I
s | .|k » I 2
II | g | _‘ lly E . ole 111
- U J= e L 18 m_ug 1L | L iy v
= I~ |J =} ! | v [ \ I
i _ W -3 o w» £ e
% i [ 1R uh..l 18 7 1 |
i = | il : " w i
. o B [
. il : : I .
1] S S ~ 4y . m | I
M » . m .A
xu i s
s |t | 4, | g i .
; A s dall il
‘ : L1 sl T | Loyl .
: 1 _ | I
f m : A I ]
Y | I |
Pz o0 of oo T i MM S : il
0 L
g . . : Io/ ) ; .
q - T v i :A
E . b §s -
d W 20 oy \ 5 il m. : n
| ; | - L)
T & |
T NB Il
i : I umﬂ X K o
EESEe 5 | | |
" : 1) . il
xl I .
: [ 1) : &
: S A |
| i : | Il 3 NH N& b
1 | 1 g
| : - I o 2 “Fuh S e L) .
: il 1l - = ) h &
1 = \/_ ) ol ) : il | m.
Pis on N . e w z iy BN i :
m -II.' Ry R ohl < MW\U ﬂv W
= || iyt N N (S ’ K
q _ m .w Ay i Jes : &
] o
Hm X X olo hynmwd AN .
g
N /yn 7
o
© - —— - R ———

T d
OIYVLNO ‘43, H Aqg asn 10} GZ0Z/72/L0 Uo siou weans |oJe: uedwo) buiysiq adoH woyy saidoa/Adoo QT paseyol
land

0 ‘A o]

Il] |

el !

W

oueH ‘Buiuung eue;

14VLN A



24

69

=
_ 0 . . . .
g < |4 e Il .
v = e g
g \d A | ek oo e
TT® H- A
. . IIIO _ . ole
e 2 g i~ » \dv . (Y] N
2 H ™ £
| S e ) . . e | JoL [
s T = TTTO \ qem ||| W
= E3
ol 2| [, 1] AL bl Ayl e ks
il S I ] it :
14 = R "
| “En Q L) h . -
m .% W_ . .
g 0 ol T, & \ [erre
Mt £ 1l = T B A B dat v W A ;nu_.ﬂ._.vv
W H ] . © k) = M
“A £ Al N i 5 S
g e = 1 = i olal
! 1 1
[ i = mi 5 ™ o|e]e]e
. 1N m il YR [ [5) © an
i~ 2 A N T L Aw o | e
| = : Tl % = | 00 IR
4o i ) < - S by B
(] | = _
h w2
1 m - ;-nr = mNi ‘Ia
£ T
. < L1l
11 E H e 2 T o ]| o N
< = h <
T < N
<
. . . . . =
N2 1 1 . g 11 L] .
! A . H T = L) m L] L] .J.I L]
N 3 . [S TR . T - i3 | | S
D W Nle~ 5 N LK Y Iy L) Bl m | Iy
1
9 _ L | = | E : Il
ol - = e Y BRI\ ) W H E _ g il
g 2 | c0
™S n%/. h 1 e 9S N
L S
_ . 2 MLl .
2 H ™ e AL S
L .4 el = el - i) ) _ pmJ e fmJ 5 8 o0
R iy ~ Yy Lny iy iy 2 LTy iy -5
. e Je 5
N ; N[ DN N DN N
K€ Ny M|, © AN _T N N, =
N— S —

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



25

y X3

IR X0

N

y X3

y X3

we are wait-ing for the com - ing King._

we are wait-ing,

Wait-ing,

W 4

kHHE o
v v 5 N
“ b b .' Hh % il Ll slele o L .
AL T T . . U [ Bl | CARIL ol c s
" WO T W = UM Gt Cudl
. J1e . Aneal m AL Aeen’lll  Aemea’| |
TR S i\ RS R [[[[] =
praml . ol . . .
N i) N2 N NP ﬂ TTTeTT®A
) iRt | - L 1
i 1) ,v o A N jm_a/ J
th.—v m \I' 1A ] \ LhH.‘ o|e| |o B _ . I. L e -.v ofe| | N
(M e | ( A0 (&
R 11 0 il 1 i ~ S| relles ) ro e
| q S Mel 1 £ i Y » m —
] 9 | A v _ L 2 "iellel —Temwl ranlel
| m Q e
RV it S| €< ik
i~ \] “welll i rM il -||...- < . . < . m.. f AL
. P 50 F g 1~y = WL N |
N e &= T
! - g ] e S Wl
| | { «e A 15 N
M | N
1 T L s K NB
) = M M
i T W W OR | P
e W AN TR A Al L
Il i A
. |» ol o/
NF e W A
a ] oh & N
e e T
\[ s T Q =
W vv _ h ) cv [ YR w 1L 80
LTy Xy Xy Yy Ay Yy Y LV m
N N Nero B Nee B Neo @ £
..”/ rd %/ rd

‘OI¥VLNO ‘1anoueH ‘Buiuung eue Agq asn 10} GZ0z/2/20 Uo sioul)| ‘weans josed ‘Auedwo) bulysiignd adoH woly saidoa/Adod QT paseyaind



Purchased 10 copy/copies from Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, lllinois on 07/24/2025 for use by Maria Dunning, Hanover, ONTARIO.

A SONG

IN THE AIR

Words and Music by

NARRATOR:

The promised King did arrive — on a starlit night in a stable

JOEL RANEY near Bethlehem. An angel appeared to a group of shepherds
and told them that they would find the baby wrapped in
) swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. The shepherds said to
Incorporating one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing
AWAY IN A MANGER that has happened.” (Luke 2:15)
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JESUS, WHAT A
WONDERFUL CHILD

NARRATION:
Traditional Spiritual The shepherds found Mary and Joseph
Arranged by and the baby, who was lying in a manger.
JOEL RANEY They fell to their knees and worshiped

the newborn King. Then they returned to
their flocks, glorifying and praising God
for all that they had seen and heard.

(Luke 2:16-20)
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Freely (J=c.72)
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O COME,
ALL YE FAITHFUL

ADESTE FIDELES

John F. Wade’s Cantus Diversi, 1751
Arranged by JOEL RANEY

Words attr.
JOHN F. WADE,

tr. FREDERICK OAKELEY

Expressively (¢ =c.88)

*NARRATION:

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
in the days of Herod the King, behold, there
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
saying, “Where is he that is born King of the
Jews? For we have seen his star in the east and
have come to worship him.”

(Matthew 2:1-2)

*Narr. starts here
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TELL IT ON
THE MOUNTAIN

GO, TELLIT
Traditional Spiritual
Arranged by JOEL RANEY

Words by
JOHN W. WORK

Freely, soulfully (J =c.72)

NARRATION:

Rejoice! For unto us a child is born, to us a son is
given. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

(Isaiah 9:6)
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